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NOTE
Time did not allow for concurrence between the consultant and
OAHP staff on individual National Register eligibility. The eligibility
assessments in the Results section and on the tables in this report
represent consultant field determinations only. Anyone interested in
preparing a nomination for properties determined field eligible to the
National Register should contact the National and State Register
Historian prior to beginning the nomination process.

Introduction
Pueblo’s North Side Neighborhood is one of the most

significant collections of residential buildings in southeastern Colorado. Here, the city’s merchant princes and pro-

Register-listed house currently remains intact, Parkview,

like I-25, will only grow in the foreseeable future. Planning

efforts must balance the protection of significant historic

fessionals found a retreat from the bustle of the busy

buildings with the hospital’s need–and right–to grow.

Fuel & Iron Company’s enormous Minnequa steel works.

planner, the City of Pueblo pursued a State Historical

downtown and the belching smokestacks of the Colorado
Beginning in the 1880s, Mahlon and John Thatcher,

Pennsylvania brothers who became the model Pueblo self-

made men, chose to locate their enormous estates in the
North Side. They established a trend that would span the
next seven decades.

But the North Side faces a variety of threats requiring

Spearheaded by David Cockrell, senior neighborhood

Fund grant to conduct an intensive-level survey of the

neighborhood, which was awarded in late 2004. A selection

committee reviewed proposals from a variety of cultural

resource contractors and chose Historitecture, an Estes

Park-based

architectural

history

Thomas conducted the survey.

way occupied a narrow corridor through Pueblo and is slat-

•

ed for expansion and realignment. The continued popula-

tion growth of the Front Range, however, will mean even

further expansion of this major transportation corridor.

Occupying a large parcel at the center of the neigh-

borhood is Parkview Medical Center, one of the largest

hospitals in southeastern Colorado. The explosive growth

of this facility has already resulted in the demolition of sig-

nificant historic buildings, and the hospital currently owns

additional historic properties in the neighborhood. In

2004, Colorado Preservation, Inc., listed a Parkview property, the historic Allen J. Beaumont House, on its list of

Colorado’s most endangered places. While this National

firm.

Architectural Historian and Managing Principal Adam

careful preservation planning. Delimiting the eastern edge

of the neighborhood is Interstate 25. This busy superhigh-

consulting

•
•

•

The goals of the intensive-level survey were to

Inventory all properties in the survey area

Determine

the

significance

and

National

Register/local landmark eligibility of all properties in

the survey area

Analyze historic district potential and boundaries

Develop a report summarizing the findings of the sur-

vey.

The results of the survey included the inventorying of

347 properties. Of them, 24 (6.9 percent) were field deter-

mined eligible for individual listing in the National Register

of Historic Places and 43 for listing as a Pueblo Landmark

(including the 24 National Register properties and three

properties previously listed as Pueblo Landmarks.)
1

This project was paid for in part
by a State Historical Fund grant
from the Colorado Historical Society.
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Contributing to a potential historic district were 275 prop-

erties (79.7 percent), and Historitecture determined that

4.

created within at least the project area, if not further.

5.

National Register and Pueblo Landmark districts could be
Based on these results, Historitecture made the fol-

lowing recommendations to the City of Pueblo:

1.

1.

3.

2

Investigate the creation of historic districts.

Conduct further intensive-level surveys.

Develop a city-wide historical and architectural con-

text:

Foster better cooperation between the City and
Parkview Medical Center; and

Work with North Side property owners to instill
respect for and pride in their historic houses.

The following report is organized as recommended in

the Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Manual, as revised in
2006.

HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

Section 1
Project Area

The North Side Neighborhood is a largely residential

neighborhood north of downtown Pueblo. The boundaries established for this project encompass only a portion
of this large neighborhood.

The boundaries of the North Side Intensive-Level

Survey were as follows:

North: West Nineteenth Street

East:

South:

West:

town intensive-level, comprehensive survey, which pro-

truded into the southeastern portion of this survey area.

As well, properties in the I-25 Area of Potential Effect

(APE) had recently been surveyed. Mineral Palace Park

constitutes much of the eastern boundary of this project.

However, because it was included in the APE, it was not

surveyed for this project. With these considerations, the

eastern boundary was generally the western edge of the

Interstate 25

park, Court Street.

Craig Street (including the properties on the west

township 20 south, range 65 west, depicted on USGS 7.5-

West Eleventh Street
side of the street)

The eastern boundary and southeastern corner of the

project area were, in practice, much more irregular. The

City did not want to replicate the 1997 Simonich down-

The survey area was situated entirely in section 25 of

minute topographic maps in the Northeast Pueblo quad-

rangle (1961, photorevised in 1970 and 1974). The project

area covered approximately 145 acres.

Maps of the survey area are included on the following

pages.

3
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Map 1.1. USGS 7.5-minute topographic map segment of
the Northeast Pueblo quadrangle (1961, photorevised in
1970 and 1974). The heavy green line indicates the survey
area boundary.
USGS

4
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actual survey boundary
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Map 1.2. Pueblo North Side map depicting the project
area boundaries.
City of Pueblo

study area
1997 Simonich downtown survey
I-25 area of potential effect
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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Section 3

Historical Context
Pueblo began as one of the greatest crossroads in the

American west. The high plains just east of the Front

Range of the Rocky Mountains marked a natural course
north and south. The Arkansas River pierced the Front
Range, connecting the arid Great Plains, to the east, with

lush mountain parks, to the west. The Arkansas also served
as a political and cultural boundary; it marked the northern

confluence of Fountain Creek and the Arkansas River, in

1858. An adjacent settlement, dubbed “Pueblo,” was estab-

lished during the winter of 1859 and spring of 1860. It was

located west of Fountain Creek and north of the Arkansas

River. These two settlements acted as funnels, receiving

and processing the products of a great agricultural hinter-

land to the north, east, and south and transporting them to

extent of Spanish and, later, Mexican territory. To the

the hungry mountain mining camps to the west.2

fluence of the Arkansas River and Fontaine Qui Bouille

Denver & Rio Grande Railroad in 1872 made it even easi-

north were French and American lands. Here, at the con(Fountain Creek), was a gray area, where the American

Indian, Spanish, Mexican, French and American mingled

freely. It was practically inevitable, then, that settlers estab-

lished a trading post, Fort Pueblo, in 1842. But like many
pioneer enterprises in the West, success–and even mere

survival–was fleeting. On Christmas day 1854, a band of

The arrival of General William Jackson Palmer’s

er for Pueblo area merchants to obtain supplies for mining

camps. Between that time and 1888, four more railroads

arrived in Pueblo, forging in iron the burgeoning city’s role

as an economic, cultural, and political crossroads. The city

became Colorado’s principal railroad hub and, for decades,

the gateway to the state’s only mainline route to Salt Lake

Ute Indians attacked the fort and massacred its inhabitants.

City and the West.

ceaseless, and settlement continued despite the risks.

Creek and the Arkansas River the logical place to establish

But the draw of commerce along this crossroads was
1

Yet the future of Pueblo lay not in dusty trails and

prairie outposts but in cold, hard metal. In July 1859, a

group of prospectors, led by William Green Russell, dis-

covered gold on Dry Creek, near present-day Denver, and

ignited the Colorado Gold Rush. Pueblo’s crossroads loca-

tion made it an ideal location to profit from the great mass-

es heading west, proclaiming “Pikes Peak or bust.” Savvy

businessmen established Fountain City, northeast of the

The railroads also made the settlements at Fountain

large-scale ore-processing facilities. Gold, silver, and other

ore traveled out of the mountains to the west and arrived

in Pueblo, where smelters refined them into bullion and

pure metals. The railroads then shipped the metals to the

rest of the nation. By the 1880s, Pueblo had become a

leader in metal refining and acquired a smoky mantle of

industrial progress, which it would proudly wear for
decades.3

15
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The greatest of Pueblo’s metal refining enterprises

was the vision of General Palmer. Part of the Denver &

settlement remained politically divided. It was, in fact, three

sister industries, which supplied business to his railroad.

South Pueblo, and Central Pueblo. The towns formally

Rio Grande’s early success was due to Palmer’s creation of

These included coal mining and smelting companies. At

merged in 1886, the same year the town of Bessemer was

incorporated adjacent to the CF&I mill. The City of

of his railroad. Thus, in 1880, he merged three of his

united community.5

smaller companies to create the Colorado Coal & Iron

Company and capitalized the new organization at $10 mil-

lion, the equivalent of $200 million today. The company

would supply business and rails to his railroad. The first

blast furnace was fired in 1881 and the following year the

Pueblo annexed Bessemer in 1894 and became, at last, a

Early Development of the North Side
Neighborhood

Neighborhood development north of what is now

mill rolled its first rails. Reorganized as the Colorado Fuel

downtown Pueblo was at first quite tepid. The merchants

CF&I Steel Corporation, the Pueblo plant eventually

lived near their places of work. But the North Side’s geo-

& Iron Company in 1892 and eventually known as the

Stone, History of Colorado

contiguous but independently governed towns: Pueblo,

the same time, Palmer saw the eastern monopoly of rolled

iron and steel rail as an impediment to the future growth

Photo 3.1. The Colorado Fuel & Iron Company’s
Minnequa Works, circa 1918.

Despite the area’s unparalleled economic success, the

became Colorado’s single largest employer, the biggest

steel mill west of the Mississippi River, and one of the
greatest industrial complexes in the world.4

and the owners and laborers of the smelters, to the south,

graphic isolation from Pueblo’s principal economic centers

eventually made it the most desirable location in the city
for an emerging merchant and professional class wishing to

show physically its separation from the largely blue-collar
world south of the Arkansas River. Indeed, the histories of

properties in this survey reveal that CF&I employees

inhabited few of the North Side’s houses. This was the

realm of entrepreneurs who, while ultimately dependent

on the city’s industrial class to fund their dreams, nonetheless did not toil in smelters and blast furnaces.6

The first property owners and, in some cases, devel-

opers in what would become Pueblo’s North Side

Neighborhood acquired their property through land grants

from the federal government. Those early homesteaders
included some of the most colorful individuals in the history of southeastern Colorado. Colonel John M. Francisco

16
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Figure 3.2: Bird’s-eye view of Pueblo, 1888, by H.P. Bicknell. While these kinds of maps were highly idealized and, therefore, often inaccurate, this image does show the relative relationship of notable
Pueblo landmarks to the North Side.This view is looking north to south, with the extreme southern portion of the survey area in the foreground.
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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and Solomon Jones acquired the first land patent in section

issued another land patent, for a 160-homestead in section

south half of the southwest quarter of section 25 as well

tion to the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of

25 on October 1, 1867. The 160-acre parcel comprised the

as the north half of the northwest quarter of adjacent sec-

tion 36. Solomon Jones was born in Turkey in May 1871.

He was a dry goods merchant, eventually settling in

Walsenburg. His partner, John Francisco, was born in 1820

in Bath County, Virginia, to a family descended from the
Spanish aristocracy. In 1836, he moved to Missouri where

25, to Amelia Bickham and Edward B. Cozzens. In addisection 25, the parcel also consisted of the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section 24; the southwest

quarter of the southwest quarter of section 19; and the

northwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section 30,
in range 64 west.8

Augustus Bartlett acquired a patent for his homestead

he outfitted wagon trains for the Santa Fe Trail. He accom-

on August 5, 1869. It consisted of the west half of the

latter trip required 60 days to cross the wilderness. At the

northeast quarter of section 25–a 160-acre parcel.9

panied those trains to New Mexico in 1839 and 1848. The
end of the adventure, Francisco decided to settle perma-

southeast quarter of section 24 and the west half of the
The federal government issued the next land patent

nently in the Southwest, starting businesses in northern

for a portion of section 25 to pioneer Pueblo attorney,

he became a sutler (a civilian who sells provisions to sol-

Representative Judge Allen A. Bradford, on August 5,

New Mexico. Francisco moved to Colorado in 1851, when

diers) at Fort Massachusetts in the San Luis Valley. When

the Army closed the outpost and moved to Fort Garland,

Francisco operated the store there for the U.S.

Government. While at the fort, he sent goods he acquired

in the San Luis Valley and New Mexico to Colonel A.G.

Boone in Pueblo, who operated a mercantile on Santa Fe

Avenue, near First Street. In 1861, Francisco served

Costilla County in the first Colorado Territorial Legislature.

He remained at Fort Garland until 1862, when he sold his

business. Francisco later acquired an old Spanish land

grant, consisting of 1,700 acres along Cuchara Creek,

where he built a stockade to protect his ranch. This stock-

ade eventually became the town of Le Veta. He died there

in 1902. Francisco Street in Pueblo is named in the

colonel’s honor.

7

On December 10, 1867, the federal government

18

Colorado Territorial Supreme Court Justice, and U.S.
1869. The 160-acre homestead consumed the southeastern

quarter of the section. Bradford was born on July 23, 1815,

in Friendship, Maine. He moved to Missouri in 1841,
where he began to study law. He was admitted to the bar in

Missouri in 1843. By 1845, he was clerk of the circuit court
for Atchison County, Missouri. He moved to Iowa in 1851
and a year later was appointed a federal judge for the Sixth

Judicial District. Bradford resigned his judgeship in 1855
when he moved to the Nebraska Territory, where he served
in the legislative council. The judge settled in Central City,

Colorado Territory, in 1860. He moved to Pueblo two
years later. He was appointed to the Colorado Territorial

Supreme Court in 1862, a position he held until his election

to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1864. He was then

twice reelected. Bradford returned to private practice in

Pueblo in 1871. Allen Bradford married Emiline Cowles at
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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St. Joseph, Missouri, on November 1, 1849. They had one
son, Thomas Bradford, who continued his father’s law
practice. Allen Bradford died on March 13, 1888.

10

Pueblo financial mogul Mahlon D. Thatcher received

a patent on May 10, 1870, for an 80-acre parcel in the

southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section 24

and the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section 25. Thatcher was one of the major forces in the devel-

opment of the North Side Neighborhood and will be discussed more fully later in this document.

11

Cyrus H. McLaughlin acquired a small parcel consist-

ing of the northwest quarter of the northwest quarter of

section 25, on July 1, 1870.12

Another leading player in developing the North Side

North Side Neighborhood was established in 1869 with

the filling of the County Addition to the City of Pueblo.

The area consisted of Judge Bradford’s 160-acre property

in the southeastern quarter of section 25. The plat map

reveals an unyielding grid of streets, stretching south to

north from West Seventh Street through West Fourteenth

Street. Santa Fe Avenue marked the eastern boundary and

West Street the western boundary. All lots were oriented

along the east-west streets and one block, bounded by West

Eleventh Street, North Main Street, West Tenth Street, and

Court Street was reserved for the Pueblo County

Courthouse.15

The reality of Pueblo’s topography, however, often

betrayed the grandest plans of early neighborhood surveys.

was prominent stock dealer Philander Craig, who acquired

Towering over the northeast corner of the County

1870. It consisted of the south half of the northwest quar-

that the sheer sides of the bluff severed West Twelfth

a land patent for a portion of section 25 on September 20,
ter and the north half of the southwest quarter of section
20. He was born around 1833 in Indiana. His wife, Bethane

Craig, was also born around 1833, also in Indiana. They

had 3 children: William, Ellen, Charles, and John.13

The patent for the last remaining parcel of public land

in section 25 was issued to Denver real estate developer

Addition was, in fact, a steep bluff. Sanborn maps show

Street at North Greenwood Avenue. Greenwood itself was

only partially graded as it traversed the bluff. The lots in the

area were unbuildable until the bluff was graded, sometime

after 1889, two decades after Bradford platted the County

Addition. Future North Side developers, however, often

went out of their way to make sure their streets were fully

and broker Henry C. Brown on December 1, 1876. The 80-

graded and lined with trees.16

northeast quarter of section 25, as well as the southwest

Side exploded in 1871, indicating a boom in real estate

acre property consisted of the southeast quarter of the

quarter of the northwest quarter of adjacent section 30, in

range 64 west. Brown was born around 1825 in Ohio. His

wife, Jane Brown, was born in New York, around 1838.

They had three children: James H., Carrie M., and Sherman

Thompson.

14

The first subdivision of what would become the

HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

The number of plat map filings involving the North

speculation north of downtown Pueblo. The first filing

occurred on March 1, when Augustus Bartlett subdivided

his homestead in the northern half of section 25. Bartlett

& Miller’s Addition to the City of Pueblo was a joint effort

of Bartlett and Pueblo pioneer businessman and develop-

er John D. Miller. Miller was born on March 22, 1836, in
19
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Great Plains between Leavenworth and Denver. In 1866,
he began ranching in the Arkansas Valley, but by the fall he

had moved to Pueblo. He engaged in real estate speculation, at which he proved quite successful. In 1872, he and

T.W. Sayles opened a grocery store in Pueblo, which, by

1888, had developed into one the largest wholesale grocery
operations in southeastern Colorado. Miller was elected
Pueblo County Clerk, an office he held from 1868 through

1872. Miller was a founding member of the Pueblo Board
of Trade, helped establish and build First Presbyterian

Church (on lots he had purchased and then donated to the

church), was president of the Pueblo Light, Heat & Power
Company, and was involved in the construction of the

Sanborn Map & Publishing Company | Library of Congress

Figure 3.3: This September 1889 Sanborn map depicts the
intersection of West Twelfth and North Greenwood streets,
where a ungraded bluff interrupted the rigid grid of streets.

Danby, New York. He enrolled in the Syracuse Institute in

1854. However, after two years of study, Miller left

Colorado Mineral Palace. Miller married Lizzie Dotson on
December 2, 1869, and had three daughters.17

Bartlett & Miller’s addition was a rather revolutionary

Syracuse to join the free-state side of the skirmish in

departure from earlier settlement patterns in Pueblo’s

where he remained for a year. Then, in the spring of 1858,

south streets rather than the east-west streets. However,

Kansas. He preempted a homestead claim near Lawrence,

he joined a party of gold prospectors heading for the Pikes

Peak area. He camped on the Fountain Creek only ten

miles north of present-day Pueblo. Despite two successful

summits of Pikes Peak and a foray into the San Luis Valley,

Miller returned to Kansas empty-handed. But his gold

North Side in that lots were oriented toward the northexcept for the large homes of wealthy individuals who

could afford the longer commute downtown, Bartlett &

Miller’s Addition remained relatively undeveloped until the
turn of the twentieth century.18

A more immediately successful subdivision was

fever persisted, and Miller returned to Colorado in 1859,

Philander Craig’s namesake addition. Situated closer to

California Gulch, Sulfur Springs, and Georgetown. At the

County Addition, Craig’s Addition to the City of Pueblo

prospecting at the Deadwood Diggings, Central City,
outbreak of the Civil War, Miller enlisted in Company F,

First Colorado Cavalry, in August 1861. He was mustered
out in 1864 and returned to New York, where he planned

to remain. But like so many easterners who tasted life in

the West, Miller returned, freighting goods across the

20

downtown and immediately west of the quickly developing
was officially platted in April 1871. The original filing of

the subdivision consisted of the northeastern portion of

Craig’s homestead in section 25, bounded by West

Eighteenth Street on the North, Craig Street on the east,

West Eleventh Street to the south, and Carlton Street (now
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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Conley Street) to the west. A year later, Craig expanded his

addition westward to include Baxter, Francisco, and Martin

Pueblo extended from Twenty-First Street, on the north, to

around Nineteenth Street, on the south, between Santa Fe

Streets, between West Fifteenth and West Eighteenth

Avenue and High Street (now Grand Avenue).21

ed all lots toward the east-west streets.

lots along the north-south streets. However, to make his

streets. Like the County Addition, Craig’s Addition orient19

November 1871 brought two more subdivisions to the

neighborhood and introduced to Pueblo one of the most

Like Bartlett & Miller’s Addition, surveyors oriented

subdivisions more attractive, despite their then inconven-

ient distances from downtown, Barndollar fully graded

prolific promoters and developers of the North Side

streets, planted trees, and constructed model homes,

December 8, 1847, in Everett, Pennsylvania, and received

Court and West Nineteenth streets. In the years before the

Neighborhood, Ferd Barndollar. He was born on

an unusually advanced education for the time, attending

both Franklin and Dickson seminaries. Barndollar left
Pennsylvania in 1867 and traveled with a cattle train across
the Great Plains. He arrived in Pueblo on October 18 of

that year. Realizing the unusual confluence of needs at
Pueblo, where feverish city building intertwined with

numerous prospectors seeking supplies, Barndollar imme-

including his own residence on the northwest corner of

Thatchers’ Hillcrest and Rosemount mansions, the

Barndollar House was among the most gracious homes in

southeastern Colorado. Completed on December 28, 1871,

the mansard-roofed house, complete with cupola, was con-

structed in the popular and sophisticated French Second

Empire style. The house may have appeared as a fantastic

castle as it loomed over the empty lots of the North Side

diately established a general mercantile and commissary,

Neighborhood. Ferd Barndollar’s brother, Winifred J.

amazingly successful. His prosperity was a direct result of

house at 1906 Court Street, directly across the thorough-

Ferd Barndollar & Company, which proved instantly and
his business acumen. For example, builders up to that time
had to use wood for construction. Barndollar expanded his
business to include Pueblo’s first brickyard, allowing

masons to erect much larger and more permanent busi-

nesses and dwellings.20

In 1869, Barndollar turned his attention to his true

calling, real estate development. He joined with Denver

real estate speculators Henry C. Brown and David H.

Barndollar, arrived in Pueblo in 1871 and constructed a

fare from the Ferd Barndollar House. In one of the more

infamous moments in Pueblo history, an unknown

assailant murdered Winifred Barndollar outside his home

during an 1896 robbery attempt.22

Ferd Barndollar’s development efforts became even

more grandiose when, in 1888, he platted the Dundee

Place subdivision, one of the most innovative planned

neighborhoods in Colorado. The project was financed

Moffat, and his local partner, John R. Lowther, in acquir-

through Barndollar’s Dundee Home and Investment

veyors platted two subdivisions for Barndollar. Ferd

Henrick (or Herrick). Dundee Place spanned from West

ing land north of the County Addition. In early 1871, sur-

Barndollar & Company’s First Addition to the City of
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

Company, which also included John D. Miller, and J.E.K.

Nineteenth through West Twenty-Fourth streets, between
21
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High Street (Grand Avenue) and West Street. As with his

of Pueblo’s upper class who sought to remove themselves

model homes to generate news and attract the curious,

modest homes were constructed, however, particularly in

previous development, Barndollar constructed unusual

who would hopefully become buyers. One of these model

homes was a striking octagonal house at 2201 Grand

Avenue. Dundee Place was also the first subdivision in

Pueblo–and one of the first in Colorado–to institute pro-

tective covenants. These included restrictions on planting

cottonwood trees, “which turn the ladys’ [sic] black dress-

es white.”

23

local vernacular form that consisted of a one- or one-anda-half-story box with a front-gabled roof. These boxes

were almost always constructed of adobe and, later, clay
bricks.

But even these small houses were initially the resi-

dences of Pueblo’s emerging professional class. For

instance, the small adobe dwelling at 705 West Fifteenth

most exclusive neighborhood in Pueblo and successfully

1880, was initially the home of M.J. Maley, a real estate bro-

petitioned the City to change the name of High Street to

Adam Thomas | Historitecture

the County Addition. These houses were often built in a

Yet the most influential of these rules may have been

a minimum building cost. Barndollar wanted to create the

Figures 3.4 and 3.5: The houses at 705 West Fifteenth
Street (5PE.5712, above) and 409 West Twelfth Street
(5PE.5601, below) are among the oldest in the North Side.
The house above is constructed of adobe bricks.

from more developed neighborhoods. A number of more

Grand Avenue; he envisioned the thoroughfare eventually

rivaling Denver’s Broadway. 24

The final piece of the neighborhood to be developed

was Henry C. Brown’s 80-acre parcel. The plat map of

Henry C. Brown’s Addition was filed at the Pueblo County

Street (5PE.5712), most likely dating to between 1870 and

ker, and W.C. Stewart, a bookkeeper. The house at 409
West Twelfth Street (5PE.5601) was a slightly more sophisticated, masonry example of the form. Dating to between

1875 and 1885, this small house was originally home to
pioneer Pueblo attorney Edmund C. Glenn.26

Before 1880, the development of the North Side

Courthouse on May 25, 1889. It spanned Summit Street to

Neighborhood, particularly north of Thirteenth Street,

Eighteenth streets. The subdivision departed from its more

more than any other event, established the North Side as

Grand Avenue, between West Fifteenth Street and West

recent predecessors in that most lots were oriented on the

east-west streets. However, the lots along Santa Fe Avenue

were oriented toward that north-south thoroughfare. But

most of the survey ultimately proved unnecessary; Mineral

Palace Park, established in 1891, consumed most of

Brown’s Addition.

25

Houses and Residents

As mentioned above, many of the earliest houses in

the North Side were either model homes or the residences
22

was sparse indeed. But the construction of one house,

Pueblo’s premier neighborhood for the burgeoning entre-

preneurial, professional, and merchant class. This house
was Mahlon Thatcher’s grand Hillcrest estate, the first true
mansion constructed in Pueblo.27

The three Thatcher brothers who settled in Pueblo

became one of the city’s greatest success stories. From

humble roots and with hard work, they rose to become one
of the most powerful economic, social, and political forces
in the city and one of wealthiest families in Colorado. John

Thatcher was the first of the brothers to arrive in the terHISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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Map 31: Homestead claims and subdivisions of Pueblo’s North Side Neighborhood.The heavy black line indicates the survey area.
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ritory. He came to Denver on September 15, 1862, and ini-

Supreme Court justice.30

Pennsylvania, Thatcher sought work as a storekeeper,

ever there was a need, they filled it, developing a diverse

operated by James H. Voorheis (also spelled Voorhees) in

owners, ranchers, Indian traders, and real estate developers.

tially worked as a tanner. Trained as a clerk in his native

eventually becoming the junior partner in a general store

Denver. One day, a customer from Pueblo arrived in the

store and told Voorheis and Thatcher that his settlement

badly needed a general store. The partners liked the idea so

much that Vorhees agreed to set up Thatcher in the new

business in return for half of the profits. In 1863 John

Thatcher established his general store in a rough, log cabin

near First Street and Santa Fe Avenue. Business proved so

successful in the first few days that Thatcher had to request

more inventory from Denver.
Dodds, Hard Work Won the West | from the Pueblo City-County Library District

Figures 3.6 and 3.7: John Thatcher (above) and Mahlon
Thatcher (below) constructed their grand estates on
Pueblo’s North Side.
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John Thatcher’s business thrived, and he soon needed

The Thatchers were shrewd frontier capitalists: wher-

business portfolio. They were merchants, millers, mine

But their most successful and longest-lived business enter-

prise began as an offshoot of their general mercantile business. “General stores frequently were the only place for

hundreds of miles to deposit money,” writes local historian Joanne West Dodds in her history of the Thatcher family. “The brothers’ banking interests began as a courtesy to

their general store customers. … Before long, the brothers

were making more money financing other men’s dreams
than they were in the general store.”31

The Thatcher Brothers Bank opened on January 25,

assistance operating the general store. The obvious candi-

1871. John and Mahlon reorganized their fledgling finan-

father in operating the family’s general store in

April 17, 1871. It became the fourth national bank in the

date for the job was his brother, Mahlon, who assisted their

Martinsburg, Pennsylvania. In September 1864, John’s

entreaties worked, and Mahlon agreed to head west. He left

Pennsylvania on February 21, 1865, and arrived in Pueblo

on March 19. The business only continued to increase

under the combined business acumen of the Thatcher

brothers, becoming the premier retail store in southeastern

Colorado.

29

Calvin Henry Thatcher was the best educated of the

Thatcher brothers and trained as an attorney. Despite the

prospects of a successful legal practice in Pennsylvania, the

allure of the West pulled Henry to his brothers. Sometime

after 1866 he arrived in Pueblo and established a law prac-

tice. He quickly became a formidable political force in the

territory and early state and served as Colorado’s first
24

cial institution into the First National Bank of Pueblo on
territory and established Pueblo as the financial center of

southern Colorado. While John and Mahlon served as officers and were major stockholders for the rest of their lives,

it was Mahlon who acted as cashier, overseeing the day-today operation of the bank.32

By 1880, the Thatchers were very wealthy men indeed.

Yet their houses remained modest until Mahlon Thatcher
hired that year one the nation’s most prominent architects

to design a huge mansion for him and his family. Henry
Hudson Holly had written two of the most influential

architecture books of the late nineteenth century. Country
Seats (1863) and Modern Dwellings (1878) established the
whimsical styles of the Picturesque and Victorian eras as
the only appropriate and truly tasteful house designs in
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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America. The Queen Anne-style house Holly designed for
Mahlon Thatcher was of enormous proportions and

extravagant materials. A railroad car of bricks for the man-

sion arrived in January 1881 from Philadelphia. The bricks
were so carefully made that each was wrapped in paper and

cradled in hay. When completed, the three-story house
consisted of 41 rooms.33

The mansion was impressive in its own right. But its

location made it awe-inspiring and provided the estate its

name: Hillcrest. Mahlon Thatcher chose a block of real
estate at the highest point in what would become Pueblo’s

North Side. The location provided a 360-degree view from

the house’s numerous windows, verandas, porches and balconies. Yet it was the view to the south that was the most
important. From a fashionable distance that was neither
too close to compromise the family’s privacy nor too far to

seem aloof, Mahlon Thatcher could gaze upon his business
empire and the city he helped create. Conversely, residents
in the rest of Pueblo could look up to Hillcrest, both as a
symbol of the Thatcher family’s success and as a beacon of

their own potential. Hillcrest established the North Side as

the fashionable neighborhood for the up-and-coming cap-

Thatcher purchased a block of the neighborhood south-

east of his brother’s estate to build an equally impressive

dwelling. John also hired Holly to design his house, which

italist, the successful merchant, or white-collar profession-

was much more Romanesque in style than Hillcrest.

Mahlon and Luna Thatcher also extensively groomed

John’s beloved wife, Margaret Thatcher, the three-story, 37-

al.

the grounds of their hilltop estate. Under the supervision

of landscape gardener M.A. Free, the grounds took over

four years to complete and were “the most impressive in

the city.” Mahlon and Luna Thatcher continued to employ
34

a staff of gardeners and even constructed a large greenhouse on land to the west.

The draw of the North Side only increased when John

HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

Dubbed Rosemount in honor of the favorite flower of

room mansion was completed in 1893. It featured pink

volcanic stone (rhyolite) quarried near Castle Rock and an

opulent interior, including Tiffany chandeliers. The firm of

Frederick Law Olmsted, America’s foremost landscape

architect, designed the grounds. Thus, by 1900, two of the

largest homes in Pueblo–and in Colorado–existed in the

same neighborhood.35
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Dodds, Hard Work Won the West | from the Pueblo City-County Library District

Figures 3.8: Mahlon Thatcher’s enormous Hillcrest mansion occupied a North Side location befitting the estate’s
name.

Pueblo’s North Side Neighborhood

Moreover, the occupants and operations of Hillcrest

bank most of his adult life, retiring as vice president after

the settlement of the North Side. In particular, many of

In addition, Hillcrest and Rosemount required huge

and Rosemount became significant forces themselves in

the Thatchers’ business associates constructed their homes

domestic staffs for the daily operation of the estates. Many

sions. For instance, Albert S. Booth constructed his large

ters within each mansion chose to live in some of the

or moved into existing dwellings near the two great man-

house just north of Rosemount and northeast of Hillcrest,

at 425 West Eighteenth Street (5PE.516.22). He arrived in

Pueblo on December 1, 1890, to become private secretary

to Mahlon Thatcher. The two quickly became close friends.

Thatcher appointed Booth as cashier of the bank on

Figures 3.9: With the completion of John Thatcher’s
Rosemount mansion (5PE.491, far left) in 1893, the North
Side became the preferred neighborhood for the showplaces
of Pueblo’s merchant princes. The other buildings (left to
right) are Hillcrest, the Allen J. Beaumont House (5PE.4201),
and Rosemount’s coach house.
Dodds, Hard Work Won the West | from the Pueblo City-County Library District

46 years of service.36

March 15, 1902, and, on February 1, 1913, he became vice

president of the institution and received a seat on its board

of those who did not actually reside in the servants’ quarsmaller houses in the neighborhood. For example, the original owner and resident of the small house at 1205 North

Elizabeth Street (5PE.517.60) was Theodore J. Mennitt,

coachman and chauffeur for John Thatcher. Guy W. Mann,

the personal florist to both Thatcher families, resided at
615 West Sixteenth Street (5PE.5725).

Unfortunately, Hillcrest did not survive even a centu-

of directors. Charles M. Thompson, another First National

ry. After Luna Thatcher’s death on December 31, 1935, the

West Fourteenth Street (5PE.516.3). He worked for the

grand homes of the Gilded Age, its continued upkeep

Bank executive, lived directly south of Rosemount, at 420

fate of the mansion became uncertain. Like many of the
became a burden to subsequent generations. Thus, Mahlon

and Luna’s children donated the mansion and grounds to

the Pueblo chapter of the American Red Cross during
World War II. The Scottish Rite Temple Association of

Pueblo purchased Hillcrest in 1946 for $25,000. The
organization sought the property for two reasons. First, the

mansion could be used for smaller meetings and as a dormitory for degree teams. Second, and more important, the
grounds provided a perfect hilltop site for the construction

of a Scottish Rite Temple. The cornerstone for the new
Temple was revealed on November 17, 1949, and laid on

April 13, 1950. The order held its first reunion in the unfinished temple in November 1952. The Scottish Rite and its
associated orders officially moved from the downtown

Masonic Building in 1953 and held their meetings in the
basement of the new building until the auditorium was

26
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completed, in 1955.

The new Scottish Rite Temple assumed Hillcrest’s

prestigious hilltop location. Yet architect Walter

DeMordaunt’s choice of architectural style was particularly interesting for two reasons. First, the use of

International-style-inspired minimalism stood in marked
contrast to the vast majority of Scottish Rite temples in the
United States, which were often textbook examples of

classicism. Second, the Masons intended to retain Hillcrest
and physically connect it to their new temple. A brick pas-

this project, few had residents who worked at CF&I. This

is particularly notable when considering the enormity of

the mill as Pueblo employer. Among the blue-collar work-

ers residing in the neighborhood, railroad employees were

the most common. They tended to represent those rail-

roads that were geographically closest to the neighbor-

hood. Thus, employees of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa

Fe Railway, with facilities immediately south and east of the

neighborhood, outnumbered those working for the

Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad, which was cen-

sageway extending off the south end of the temple’s rear

tered south of downtown.

west elevation. Thus, when this complex was completed, it

property transfer pattern in the North Side. They tended to

(east) elevation connected to the north end of the house’s

consisted of architectural opposites: the ornamented, complex mansion joined to the austere, simple temple.

The Scottish Rite orders and associated organizations

used this temple into the 1990s, long after the demolition

These blue-collar workers established an interesting

keep a property’s ownership within the same occupation.

Thus, railroad workers tended to sell their North Side

houses to other, unrelated railroad workers. For instance,

around 1900 the owner of 611 West Eleventh Street

of Hillcrest, but membership continued to decline. Only

(5PE.5595) was James A. Longinotti, foreman of the Pueblo

temple and grounds to the adjacent Parkview Medical

house to Edward M. Scott, a typesetter for the same news-

July 7, 1998, the Scottish Rite Temple Association sold its

Chieftain’s bindery department. Prior to 1914, he sold the

Center for $1.3 million. Parkview uses the building as its

paper.38

and Rosemount Room. The site of Hillcrest is now a park-

mon in the neighborhood, particularly before 1930. Many

West Annex, housing its business services, fitness center,

ing lot. Descendants of John and Mahlon Thatcher built

other grand residences in the North Side, often within view

of Hillcrest and Rosemount. Most have been demolished.

Happily, however, Rosemount has been preserved and is

open to the public as a house museum.

37

As mentioned earlier, much of the attraction to the

White-collar workers, however, were far more com-

of the smaller houses were the residences of teachers,

small business owners, clerks, and bookkeepers. The larger

houses were the residences of doctors, attorneys, and more

often, self-made entrepreneurs in the fashion of the

Thatchers. Again and again, the individual property histo-

ries repeat the story: an individual arrived in Pueblo, dis-

North Side had to do with its geography–it was located on

covered and supplied an underserved market, and amassed

Indeed, in the individual property histories complied for

tended to diversify his business interests like the Thatchers,

the opposite side of Pueblo from CF&I’s steel mill.

HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

a fortune. Typical of the pioneer Pueblo entrepreneur, who
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Figures 3.10: Pueblo’s Scottish Rite Temple (5PE.5837)
eventually took over Hillcrest’s lofty site.

Pueblo’s North Side Neighborhood

was Edgar Olin, who resided at 727 West Thirteenth Street

edly higher ground was even more enticing to those who

Olin, Edgar Olin established a successful icehouse, bottling

resulted in the vacancy of large houses in the southern por-

(5PE.517.40). With his brothers Fred E. and Ceylon E.

works, vinegar and pickle factory, funeral home, dairy, and

grocery store.

39

Later entrepreneurs tended to focus on just one busi-

ness. An example of this pattern was Asbury White, who

came to Pueblo in 1880. He had worked as a clerk in a gen-

eral mercantile in Creston, Iowa, and subsequently became

a clerk at the Nusbaum General Merchandise Store in

Adam Thomas | Historitecture

Figures 3.11: Asbury White’s residence at 1819 West
Elizabeth Street (5PE.526.12) marked the pinnacle of the
merchant’s success.

Pueblo. It was there that he met Samuel E. Davis, with

could afford to do so. Often, however, this migration

tion of the neighborhood. As this trend was occurring, in
the first three decades of the twentieth century, much of

Pueblo’s working class existed in economic turmoil. Thus,

as the wealthy professionals left these houses, the new

owners, who were often less affluent than the former occu-

pants, were forced to divide large residences into apartments.

Another example of this trend was pioneer Pueblo

whom, in 1889, White established the White & Davis

jeweler Gorton Elwell Rushmer, founder and manager of

largest mercantile stores in southeastern Colorado, rivaled

resided with his family in a large house at 720 West Twelfth

Clothing Store. Their enterprise soon became one of the

only by the Crews-Beggs Dry Goods Company.

White initially resided in a small house at 419 West

Eleventh Street (5PE.5588). With the meteoric success of

his department store, he commissioned Pueblo architect

Francis W. Cooper to design a large dwelling immediately

east, at 417 West Eleventh Street (5PE.4200). But as White

looked toward retirement, he desired a residence that
reflected his decades of business success. Thus, in 1925 he

commissioned Pueblo’s leading architect, William W.
Stickney, to design a grand home at 1819 North Elizabeth

the highly successful Rushmer Jewelry Store. He initially
Street (5PE.5610). Around 1904, however, he constructed
a new, but not necessarily larger house at 1827 North

Elizabeth Street (5PE.526.13). Rushmer resided at this

address the rest of his life. His former home, however, ultimately became a boarding house.41

North Side Institutions
Mineral Palace Park

Following the Civil War, Americans became obsessed

Street (5PE.526.12), which was completed in 1926.

with public spectacles and enormous expositions. The

northern portion of the neighborhood was a common

Philadelphia, the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in

40

Asbury White’s relocation to a larger house in the

trend among the prominent business owners and profes-

sionals in the North Side. Moving northward, away from

the center of commerce, made a statement that the entre-

preneur had arrived at a point of financial independence.

After the great flood of 1921, moving northward to decid28

trend peaked with the 1876 Centennial Exposition in

Chicago, and the 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis. These
events were enormously successful because America’s

transportation network had matured to the point that intercity travel was not only practical, but relatively simple. At

the same time, the middle class swelled and so, too, did disHISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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posable incomes. Cities and towns across the country
developed their own spectacles and expositions to lure
tourists and their money.

In the early 1880s, ardent Colorado boosters Horace

Tabor and William Loveland promoted the creation of an

however, was the style of the building, which Burlow

referred to as “modernized Egyptian.” Oriented to the

south, the building featured a colonnade of 28 brick

columns along its south, east, and west elevations. Capping

the columns at the corners of the building were huge

exposition of the state’s vast mineral wealth and burgeon-

globes, ten feet in diameter, painted to resemble the earth.43

Exposition opened in the summer of 1882 on a 40-acre

York, dripped in ornament. At the base of each heavily

the main exposition building stretched 500 feet, connecting

cases for the huge mineral collection. Punctuating the ceil-

ing industrial might. The National Mining and Industrial
site along South Broadway in Denver. The central hall of

four, long wings. At the corners of the building rose enormous towers. The exposition reopened for the summers of

1893 and 1894. But like many of the era’s expositions, the
thrill of the spectacle wore off and the crowds diminished

before the enormous building costs–and ever-mounting

operating debt–could be repaid. The exposition never
reopened.42

Still the idea of the National Mining and Industrial

Exposition continued to burn in the minds of Pueblo

boosters, who saw their city, not Denver, as the center of

The interior of the building, designed by Levy of New

sculpted column, painted in metallic finishes, were display

ing were 28 domes. This included 25 smaller domes that

measured 28-feet in diameter and hosted paintings of

Colorado wildflowers. Two other domes were 42-feet in

diameter. Spanning the vast space at the center of the hall

was a grand, 90-foot dome. Painted on it were four medal-

lions depicting figures from the development of Colorado:

an Indian, a prospector, a cowboy, and a merchant.

Presiding over the hall, on either side of the main stage,

were two enormous sculptures. King Coal was a gift from

Trinidad and Las Animas County. The Town of Aspen

Colorado’s mineral and industrial wealth. On December

provided Queen Silver.44

incorporated the Pueblo Mineral Palace and Industrial

Side, however, was the location of the Colorado Mineral

31, 1888, W.W. Palmer, Ferd Barndollar, and O.H.P. Baxter
Association. Notably, all three men were heavily invested in

North Side properties, a factor that ultimately figured into

the exposition’s location. The corporation eventually hired

Pueblo architect Otto Burlow to design a grand edifice to

house their exposition. The result was the Colorado

Mineral Palace, one of the most unusual buildings ever
constructed in the state. Opened to great fanfare on July 4,

1891, the building was massive, containing over 30,000
square feet of exhibition space. What was most striking,
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

More important for the development of the North

Palace. The building itself occupied a city block, on the

south side of West Nineteenth Street, between North Main

Street and North Santa Fe Avenue. The grounds, however,

stretched southward from the main door of the Mineral

Palace, initially consuming a 16-block area, nearly all of

Henry C. Brown’s Addition. By 1896 these intricately man-

icured gardens became Mineral Palace Park–a setting fit for

a palace. The park was the epitome of the City Beautiful

movement that swept the nation following the 1893
29
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World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago. The choice of

attribute–and another selling point for the developers of

retreat from Pueblo’s industrial grit. Expositions were

Unfortunately, the Colorado Mineral Palace suffered

this location, however, reflected the North Side’s role as a

its subdivisions.45

intended to boost a city’s image, attract tourist money, and

from the same astronomical building costs and mounting

the Mineral Palace, CF&I would have been visible and awe-

late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. From the

even lure people into relocating. From the higher stories of

some, but safely at a distance. Bringing visitors through the

operational debt that doomed so many expositions in the
genesis of the enterprise, many of the individuals who

pledged financial support for the project failed to pay. This

resulted in many building compromises including a decision not to install any kind of heating system. Thus, not
only was the Mineral Palace forced to close in the winter,

but also the frigid temperatures cracked and loosened the
ornate plasterwork, increasing long-term maintenance
costs. The lack of funding caused the hall to be closed

entirely through 1894. But the Colorado Mineral Palace
would ultimately die a long, slow death. The City of Pueblo

created park District No. 1 and assumed ownership of the
Mineral Palace and its park. The park district converted the
building into a pavilion and exhibition hall, hosting car

shows and the like. In the 1930s, laborers from the Works
Progress Administration renovated the building and further enhanced the park, building a bathhouse, boathouse,
and band shell. They installed sidewalks and walls around

Pueblo City-County Library District

Figures 3.12: The Colorado Mineral Palace and Gardens
in 1907. While the palace itself has been demolished, its lasting legacy has been its grounds, which now constitute Mineral
Palace Park.

North Side would have taken them near the recently com-

pleted Hillcrest, later Rosemount, and other grand homes.

As mentioned above, the incorporating directors of the

Mineral Palace were all North Side developers. Thus, the
exposition showcased the wide streets and generous lots of

the park and Lake Clara, which was located at the south-

eastern corner of the park. But the WPA’s efforts to save
the building were ultimately in vain. The City razed the

Colorado Mineral Palace in 1942, selling many of the mineral displays to a smelter in Leadville.46

Despite the demolition of the Colorado Mineral

Barndollar’s Dundee Place and other North Side subdivi-

Palace and the loss of a swath of land along the eastern

larly, its park gave the North Side yet another desirable

Mineral Palace Park remains an important feature of

sions. In return, the Colorado Mineral Palace and, particu-

30

edge of the park for what would become Interstate 25,

HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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Pueblo’s North Side Neighborhood. It acts as a counter-

balance to City Park, located south of the city, providing
North Siders with their own place for recreation and
escape.

Colorado State Hospital

The largest of the North Side’s two major healthcare

institutions was also the oldest, the Colorado State

promoted, and they are more content, their duties having a

tendency to awaken an interest in the institution and a feel-

ing that herein they have a home.” As early as 1884, the

hospital’s farm and gardens, which the patients tended,

produced beans, beets, cabbages, cucumbers, cantaloupes,

dry corn fodders, garden peas, green corn, lettuce, onions,

parsnips, squash, tomatoes, chickens, and milk.

At the center of Dr. Thomas’s philosophy was the

Hospital. On February 8, 1879, the Colorado legislature

goal of curing as many of his patients as possible.

ill. At the time, reform movements across the country

with little thought of their eventual discharge. “The object

created an institution to care and treat the state’s mentally

demanded more effective government care of the mentally ill, who, in the past, had been generally institutionalized

with little concern about their treatment. Colorado’s first

U.S. Senator, George M. Chilcott, donated a Pueblo farmhouse and 40 acres of land, located at the west end of
Thirteenth Street, for the facility. Management consisted of

a three-person board of appointed commissioners and a

Previously, the insane were generally housed in asylums

of the Asylum treatment is the cure of the insane,” Dr.

Thomas wrote in his 1890 annual report. “I am not in favor

of either overcrowding or building large asylums…as such

establishments serve principally for the custodial care of

the insane, and the Superintendent is compelled to devote

a great share of his time to the business feature of the

institution, thus interfering with the individualized care and

superintendent, who was initially Dr. P.R. Thomas. The

treatment of the Patients.”

1879, with 14 patients who previously boarded in Illinois.

cally insane to Dr. Thomas, who had to devote more and

Colorado State Mental Asylum opened on October 23,
(Prior to the opening of the Colorado State Mental

Asylum, counties sent the insane to various eastern institutions.) In its first year, the hospital admitted 77 patients, 25
of whom were discharged and 12 died.

47

Dr. Thomas advocated an innovative treatment cen-

tered on providing the patient with a suitable daytime occu-

pation, preferably outdoors. He also desired a program rich

in music, reading, correspondence, visitation, and enter-

tainment. “A large number of patients are employed in and

about the institution,” Dr. Thomas wrote in the 1886 annual report. “In giving them bodily exercise their health is
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

Yet the state continued to send more of the chroni-

more of his time “to the business feature of the institu-

tion.” By 1883, wings to the original farmhouse and sub-

stantial masonry buildings increased the capacity of the

facility to 220 patients, but conditions remained cramped

and the facilities inadequate. While Dr. Thomas paroled

and discharged as many patients as was safely possible, the

number of chronically insane, who would never be able to

leave the institution, only grew. However, Dr. Thomas and

subsequent superintendents did achieve a victory when it

came to the physical layout of asylum buildings at the hos-

pital. They detested the large, gloomy institutional build31
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ings of older, eastern asylums. Instead, they advocated the

emphasized individual patient freedom, and the facility was

comfortable buildings in which the patients lived and

120-acre hospital facility had 1,200 patients and 125

“cottage plan,” which envisioned a campus of modest,

made to feel as homelike as possible. That same year, the

worked. In 1893, the state legislature adopted a law direct-

employees.

and on the cottage plan. Unfortunately, the cottage plan

the institution to the Colorado State Hospital (CSH).

over 500 patients. In 1889, as the population of the Pueblo

all cases committed to it, whether or not the hospital had

ing all new construction at the asylum be of moderate size

also recommended that no one institution should have

asylum approached that number, the superintendent peti-

tioned the legislature to open another asylum in Denver.

Unfortunately, his request would require more than 70

years to fulfill, when the Fort Logan Metal Health Center

opened in 1961.
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In 1896, a staff of physicians volunteered their serv-

ices to the asylum. They were R.W. Corwin, Hubert Work,

A.T. King, Rilla G. Hay, E.M. Marbourgh, and W.W.

Bulette, all from Pueblo; and E.J.A. Rogers and Clayton

On April 10, 1917, the legislature changed the name of

Unfortunately, the state also required the facility to receive
room for the patients. By 1923, the average daily population at CSH was 2,422 people. Superintendent Dr. H.A.
LaMoure again urged the state to open a second hospital in

the northern portion of the state. This time, however,

Pueblo businessmen opposed the move. CSH had become

a major economic force in the city and they feared a newer
second hospital would lead to closure of the older Pueblo
facility.

The hospital continued to struggle with cramped,

Parkhill, from Denver. By 1902, the staff consisted of 47

inadequate facilities. New construction between 1916 and

became a major employer and economic force in Pueblo,

hospital had 1,378 admissions during that same period.

employees, including 23 nurses. The 80-acre facility had

with many of the hospital’s employees residing in the near-

by North Side Neighborhood.

Nonetheless, the hospital’s facilities remained inade-

quate even after the turn of the twentieth century. It lacked

a laboratory, medical equipment, an operating room, and

other basic needs. Nurses refused to work at the hospital

because they had to live in rooms in the same wards as their

patients. But the reforms of the Progressive era swept

through the mental heath field and revolutionized the hos-

pital. In 1913-14, the facility expanded its staff to include

five full-time physicians, a dietician, a pharmacist, and a

part-time dentist. More scientifically based treatments
32

1928 provided room for 327 additional patients, yet they
The Great Depression, however, actually provided some
relief of the hospital’s cramped conditions. Laborers for
the Public Works Administration constructed three ward

buildings, a dining hall and kitchen, and completed an addi-

tion to the nurses’ home. Further relief came in 1961,
when Superintendent Dr. W.H. Bower launched a radical
transformation of the institution, which by then had a

population of over 6,000 people. In March 1962, the state

finally decentralized its metal health care system, establishing a system of regional mental hospitals.

Parkview Medical Center
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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Parkview Medical Center began as a response to one

of the worst disasters to ever beset Pueblo, the great flood

of June 1921. As the Arkansas River raged and left its

banks, it cut off victims on the north side of the city from
the area’s only two hospitals, St. Mary’s and Corwin, which

were both located on the south side of the city. This convergence of geography and a natural disaster ultimately

cost lives. But in 1923, a group of six Pueblo physicians
established their own medical facility in Pueblo’s North
Side Neighborhood: Parkview Hospital.

The hospital opened on March 17, 1923, in a convert-

ed house on the southwest corner of West Seventeenth

Street and North Grand Avenue. Not surprisingly, its
board of directors largely consisted of the North Side
Neighborhood’s most prominent men, including Mahlon

Thatcher, Raymond Thatcher, Robert S. Gast, E.I.
Crockett, Thomas A. Duke, and Sumner W. Pressey.

In 1926, Parkview completed a formal, 4-story, 28-bed

hospital building immediately west of the old house, along

West Seventeenth Street. While the new, L-shaped building

was of modern, fireproof construction, architect William

W. Stickney chose to decorate the building in the Tudor-

wing added another 50 beds to the facility.

bed capacity to 100.

the hospital, a 3-story, 72-bed facility extending across the

revival style. By 1948, subsequent alterations expanded the
The first major addition to the hospital was complet-

ed in 1950, just two years after the Episcopal Diocese of

Colorado purchased Parkview. Designed by Stickney’s suc-

cessor, architect Walter DeMordaunt, the addition extend-

ed the original building to the west, but masterfully main-

tained the same proportions and Tudor style. This L-

shaped building then turned the entire facility into a U,

with the spine parallel to West Seventeenth Street. This
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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DeMordaunt also designed the next major addition to

entire south elevation of the original hospital building and

its 1950 addition. Completed in 1961, this addition, known

as the south wing, was minimalist in style and moved the

principal entrance from West Seventeenth Street to West

Sixteenth Street. The most interesting architectural feature

of this building was the concrete hoods over each of the

windows. DeMordaunt designed this wing to accommo-

date additional stories and, in 1965, Parkview added anoth33

Figures 3.14: Parkview Hospital circa 1940. This image
shows architect William W. Stickney’s original tudor-revival
hospital building before an addition to its west side (at right
in photo).

Pueblo’s North Side Neighborhood

er three stories, including a top-floor solarium.

Office Building, at 1600 North Grand Avenue.

gency department, extending from the main building’s

medical facility and is a leader in acute medical care and

This addition required the hospital to permanently close

rological surgery as well as a Level I trauma center. The

In 1970, Parkview expanded the single-story emer-

south elevation, to include also the surgery department.

West Sixteenth Street between North Grand Avenue and

Greenwood Street. With the simultaneous completion of

the North Annex, on the northeast corner of West

Seventeenth and Greenwood streets, the hospital expand-

ed its capacity to 350 beds, which it maintains today.

Parkview broke ground on another expansion to the emer-

gency and surgery departments in 1984, adding a two-story

structure to the existing single-story wing.

Today, Parkview is the region’s only locally governed

behavioral medicine. The facility provides cardiac and neuhospital’s service area includes Pueblo and 27 additional

counties, covering 45,432 square miles or 43 percent of the

entire state of Colorado. Parkview is the largest private sector employer in Pueblo with 1,950 employees.49
Transportation in the North Side
Certainly no other innovations made the settlement of

In the late 1980s, the Episcopal Diocese of Colorado

neighborhoods distant from city centers as practical as the

Association, which in turn contracted Parkview Health

came to Pueblo unusually early, a testament to the city’s

leased the hospital to the Parkview Episcopal Hospital

System to operate the facility. The diocese eventually began

selling its interests in the hospital directly to Parkview

Health System. Around 1992, Parkview Health System

completed a four-story addition to the west end of the

south elevation, providing a major entrance from North

Greenwood Street, as well as a new lobby at North Grand

Avenue and West Sixteenth Street. In April 1997, the dio-

cese sold its remaining interest in the hospital–the original

Tudor-Revival building–to the health system for $838,000.

The most recent addition was completed in 2002 and

obscured almost all but the upper stories of the east end of

the 1961/1965 addition. The 2002 addition was four stories and spanned at an angle (from southwest to northeast)

the 1992 addition and remodeled and expanded lobby. This

project also provided better access to the pedestrian bridge

connecting the main hospital to the Parkview Medical
34

streetcar and, ultimately, the automobile. Public transit
skyrocketing growth and prosperity. By 1878, the city had

a horse-drawn streetcar system, the Pueblo Street Railroad,

with over a mile of track connecting the commercial center of downtown (then at Santa Fe Avenue and Fifth

Street) to the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad station at
West B and Victorian streets (now the site of Union

Depot). In 1882, the tracks extended southward to the new
Colorado Coal & Iron Company’s steel mill. Similarly, the

arrival of the new State Hospital pulled the tracks northward, suggesting that, at the time at least, the hospital was

akin to the steel mill in its workforce and economic impact.
The State Hospital line traveled on West Tenth Street from

Main Street to West Street. From there, the rails traveled

north on West Street to West Thirteenth Street, where the
line turned west and terminated at Francisco Street.50

Yet Ferd Barndollar and other North Side developers
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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saw the streetcar as another way to bring more residents
northward and further enhance their vision of Grand
Avenue. As Morris Cafky and John A. Haney observe in
Pueblo’s Steel Town Trolleys:

The city was also growing northward. Since

this new growth included the building of some
substantial homes for local nobility and gentry,

the street railway’s managers decided they had
better say yes to requests for car service. A switch

was spiked in at Tenth and Grand, and a short

branch of the state hospital line was built north

on Grand to 16th Street. In the electric traction

era, this modest branch would grow to become
the company’s longest route.51

Technological innovations underway as Pueblo estab-

lished its first streetcar system allowed transit systems and

the neighborhoods they served to grow exponentially. In

1890, Frank Julian Sprague contracted with the Richmond,

Virginia, Union Passenger Railway to design and build an

electrically powered public transportation system serving
the entire city. The result was the first successful electrified

developmental pattern of suburban housing. Whereas

streetcar system in the United States. Within a few years,

older railroad suburbs had developed circularly around

car systems, which could haul more passengers at a faster

ear pattern along streetcar lines, forming a suburban hous-

cities across the country installed extensive electric streetspeed and with less pollution than horse-drawn or steampowered conveyances.52

These streetcar systems transformed neighborhood

landscapes physically, demographically, and commercially.

Throughout the United States, the physical layout of the

streetcar system directly affected the organizational and
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

train stations, those served by streetcars grew in a rectilin-

ing corridor. The size and mobility of streetcars allowed

drivers more flexibility in making frequent stops, some-

times at every block. Consequently, homes at any point

along the streetcar line were essentially their own stations,

providing convenience for just about every resident. The

“suburban ring” expanded and led to lower density hous35

Cafky and Haney, Pueblo's Steel Town Trolleys | from WestPlains Energy

Figures 3.14: Pueblo’s horse-drawn streetcars tied the
North Side to the rest of the city and laid the foundation for
a much more extensive electrified system.
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ing. Freestanding, single-family, suburban homes, built

Street Railway Company and prosperity soon returned.

innovation, sat on relatively large lots that increased in size

attracted the attentions of John and Mahlon Thatcher, who

using balloon-frame construction, a mass-production-era

as one moved further from the city center.

53

Installation of streetcar systems triggered changes in

the demography of suburban neighborhoods. Since street-

car lines ran through crowded urban city centers just as

they did in tranquil and spacious suburbs, virtually all peo-

ple used the streetcar to get to work, regardless of their

socio-economic status; all could enjoy mobility. As a result,

as one group moved out of a neighborhood to the coun-

tryside, another group, usually lower on the economic lad-

der, was able to take its place. In general, suburbs began to

develop into overwhelmingly white, middle-class neighbor-

hoods, a characterization that continued through the rest

of the twentieth century.

The development of suburbs along streetcar lines also

Indeed, the streetcar system became so successful that it
purchased financial control of the Pueblo Electric Street
Railway Company in 1898. They merged the company with
their Pueblo Light & Power Company to create the Pueblo

Traction & Electric Company. Further consolidation created the Pueblo & Suburban Traction & Lighting Company.

In 1911, the Thatchers sold control of their power and

streetcar system to H.M. Byllesby & Company, one of the
first major utility holding companies, who reorganized

Pueblo’s streetcar and power company as the Arkansas

Valley Railway, Light & Power Company. As a result of the

financial crisis following the 1921 flood, Byllesby reorganized the company once again, this time as the Southern
Colorado Power Company.55

During Pueblo’s electric streetcar era, from around

spurred commercial growth, once confined to urban city

1890 through 1947, three separate routes served the North

changing dynamics of life in the city and began building

Avenue/Fairmount Park route was, with the Bessemer-

tions of major streetcar lines.

system and comprised the major north-south corridor

centers, in suburban areas. Entrepreneurs recognized the

grocery stores, bakeries, and drug stores at the intersec54

The first electric streetcar began plying Pueblo’s

streets in June 1890. The demonetization of silver in 1893

led to financial panic and depression that lingered through

the 1890s. Pueblo was particularly hard hit by the financial

downturn, and a severe flood of the Arkansas River, on

May 30, 1894, made the situation worse. Not surprisingly,

the Pueblo City Railway Company entered receivership in

late 1894 and was sold at foreclosure to the company’s

bondholders on August 31, 1895. In September, the bond-

holders reorganized the company as the Pueblo Electric
36

Side

Neighborhood.

The

Lake

Minnequa-Grand

East Pueblo route, the busiest section of rail in the entire
through the North Side Neighborhood. The line started at

Lake Minnequa, on the southern edge of the city, and traveled north on Main Street, through downtown, to Tenth

Street, following the route of the horse-drawn streetcars to

Grand Avenue. From there, the line traveled north on
Grand Avenue to Twenty-Fourth Street. The intersection

of Grand Avenue and Twenty-Fourth Street was an important operational node on the streetcar network. It was here
that a wye in the track allowed trolleys with “Grand
Avenue” destination signs to turn around and return to
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

Map 3.3: Pueblo’s streetcar system in the North Side,
imposed on a present-day street map.

To terminus at Cheyenne Street

Horse-Drawn Streetcar System, 1889
Electric Streetcar System, 1921
Lake Minnequa-Grand Avenue-Fairmount Park Route
Irving Park-Orman Avenue Route
West Abriendo Avenue-Mineral Palace Route

Transparent Overlay 1
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Map 3.3: Pueblo’s streetcar system in the North Side,
imposed on a present-day street map.
Horse-Drawn Streetcar System, 1889

To downtown and points south
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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Lake Minnequa. Those trolleys with “Fairmount Park”

that intersection.58

for the remainder of their northwesterly journey. Not sur-

route serving the North Side. It was only lightly traveled

section, evolving from this streetcar hub.

minus at West Abriendo Avenue and Arthur Street, the line

destination signs turned west onto Twenty-Fourth Street

prisingly, a small commercial district sprang up at this inter56

As mentioned earlier, the Lake Minnequa-Fairmount

Park route was the longest in the entire system. As Cafky
and Haney note, before widespread automobile ownership

this route was exceptionally popular on holidays and

Sundays as residents sought a recreational excursion. Also,

during the rush hours, additional cars were assigned

between Lake Minnequa and Grand Avenue-TwentyFourth Street, indicating the high volume of North Side

residents who commuted to and from downtown workplaces.57

The second, more lightly traveled route serving the

North Side was the Irving Place-Orman Line. From its

southern terminus near Indiana and Abriendo avenues, the

The West Abriendo-Mineral Palace line was the third

and, thus, existed only briefly. From the southwestern tertraveled through downtown via Santa Fe Avenue. The

route turned west on Fifteenth Street and stopped to discharge passengers at the southern gates of Mineral Palace
Park. From there the streetcar would loop southward on

Main and return to West Abriendo Avenue. In 1913, the
city decided to pave Main Street north of Tenth Street. The
Arkansas Valley Railway, Light & Power Company decided

not to invest in the costly track modifications necessary for
the paving and abandoned the line north of Tenth Street.
After all, its heavily traveled Grand Avenue corridor was

only one block west of the park. This route was eventual-

ly truncated into a spur or shuttle line between the West
Abriendo Avenue-Arthur Street terminal and Mesa

line traveled north on Orman Avenue and Union Avenue

Junction.59

Minnequa-Grand Avenue line north on Main Street and

the characteristics common to streetcar suburbs. As men-

Avenue route continued west on Tenth Street to Elizabeth

ticularly prominent stops, as at Grand and Twenty-Fourth,

to downtown. Here it followed the route of its sister Lake

west on Tenth Street. However, the Irving Place-Orman

Street, where it turned north. After traveling three blocks

north on Elizabeth, the line turned west on Thirteenth

Street to Francisco and what was then the main gate of the

Colorado State Hospital. Streetcars then traveled north on

Francisco and west on Seventeenth Street to a wye at

Hooper Street, in the Irving Place Addition. Like the hub

at Grand Avenue and Twenty-Fourth Street, the line’s

curve from Elizabeth Street to West Thirteenth Street

sparked the development of a small commercial area at
38

The North Side Neighborhood developed many of

tioned above, small commercial districts developed at parand Elizabeth and Thirteenth. As well, the large houses
and mansions of the neighborhood’s professional and

merchant class were generally located close, if not on, one
of the trolley routes. Of the eight residential properties in

this survey area previously listed in the National Register,

all of them were within one block or less of a major streetcar line. All of the neighborhood’s major institutions,
including the Colorado State Hospital, Parkview Hospital,

and Mineral Palace Park were located directly on streetcar
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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lines. As well, most of its churches, including Church of

the Ascension and Temple Emmanuel, were on or within a

block of a route. Although it is unclear whether it was the

result of planning or the influence of the streetcar lines,

residential lots along the trolley routes did become larger

Architects
Because of the large number of public buildings and

high-style residences in the North Side, architects played an

important role in shaping the neighborhood’s built envi-

the farther they were from downtown. Around Grand

ronment. Below are some of the most notable Pueblo

lots measuring 5,280 square feet. Ten blocks north (and ten

of the properties listed here are within the North Side, they

Avenue and Tenth Street, houses generally occupied single
blocks farther from downtown), houses were generally

built on double lots measuring a total of 8,400 square feet.
The proliferation of the automobile through the

1920s ultimately eroded the streetcar monopoly on rapid
transit and closed systems across the country following

World War II. The automobile provided more flexibility
and freedom than the streetcar could ever provide. As a
result, suburbs developed even further from downtown.

Following World War II, many of the wealthy business
owners and professionals in Pueblo chose to reside further
from the city center than the North Side Neighborhood
and further development waned.

The trickle of buildings constructed after in the North

architects who designed North Side buildings. While many

may be located outside of the survey area and, therefore,

do not appear elsewhere in this document.
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Patrick P. Mills

Likely the first architect to open an office in Pueblo,

Patrick P. Mills came to the city in 1880 from Wooster,

Massachusetts. He specialized in large, public buildings,

including the women’s wing of the Colorado State

Hospital, the Pueblo County Jail, and St. Mary’s Hospital.

But Mills certainly did not limit himself to public commis-

sions only. His residential buildings are among the most

notable in the North Side, including the 1889 Barndollar-

Gann House (5PE.525.4) at 1906 Court Street, the circa

Side after World War II were generally small ranch-form

1890 Owen Caffrey House (5PE.517.17) at 721 West

built in the 1700 block of North Elizabeth Street and the

Greenwood Street (5PE.526.83). Perhaps his most impor-

houses. Some notable exceptions were large ranch houses
1800 block of West Street. As well, Colonial Manor

Apartments (5PE.5769 and 5PE.5784) and similar multifamily residences filled undeveloped lots in the 1950s and

’60s. Most recent new construction in the neighborhood
has been related to Parkview Medical Center.

Eleventh Street, and a circa 1900 residence at 2007 North

tant residential commission was one of the first three

model homes for the North Side’s prominent Dundee

Place subdivision. Developer Ferd Barndollar envisioned

these houses as huge advertisements for his subdivision,

and Mills did not let him down. Located at 2201 North

Grand Avenue the 1888 J.L. Streit House (5PE.4208) was

based on an usual and eye-catching octagonal plan.60

HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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Figures 3.15: Pueblo’s first architect, Patrick P. Mills,
designed the Owen Caffrey House (5PE.517.17) at 721 West
Eleventh Street.
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Francis W. Cooper

the Union. Despite this loss, George Roe excelled in his

Francis W. Cooper. A native of New York state, Cooper

Hopedale, Ohio. He initially worked for the Pittsburgh

Working contemporaneously with Patrick Mills was

attended Cornell University, graduating in 1874. He

worked in Ohio and Cheyenne, Wyoming, before opening

an office in Pueblo in 1881. Cooper served as president of

the Colorado State Board of Architect Examiners for six-

teen years and was a fellow in the American Institute of

Architects. He designed numerous business blocks for the

Adam Thomas | Historitecture

Figures 3.16: Architect Francis W. Cooper designed the
Albert S. Booth House (5PE.516.22), at 425 West Eighteenth
Street.

developing city, including the Mechanics Block, Henkel-

Duke Building, and the Pope Block. Almost all of his

notable residential commissions were located in the North
Side. He assisted in the design and construction of what

was, perhaps, the city’s grandest residence, Mahlon D.

architectural practices, before moving to Cañon City in

1881. He then moved to Denver, but finding 27 architects
already practicing there, thought that he would give mining
a try. Roe eventually returned to his profession and Cañon

City, moving his practice to Pueblo in 1889. He married

Clara Schaefer and had two children, George H. Roe and

Anne Roe. The elder George Roe was also an active

Democrat, and served as a Pueblo town trustee and county commissioner.

With an architecture career that spanned three

decades, Roe designed some of the most prominent build-

Other Cooper-designed residences included the 1891

Colorado at Boulder; the dining hall, chapel, and other

Asbury White House (5PE.4200) at 417 West Eleventh

Street; the 1892 Bowen Mansion (5PE.493) at 229 West

Adam Thomas | Historitecture

firm of W.A. Burkett, one the nation’s most prominent

Thatcher’s enormous Hillcrest Mansion. (Cooper married

Lillian Jordan, Luna Thatcher’s sister, on April 25, 1883.)

Figures 3.17: The Dr.Wilbur Lucas House (5PE.516.19), at
409 West Eighteenth Street, was designed by architect
George W. Roe.

public education and attended Hopedale College, in

Twelfth Street; the 1892 Ward Rice House (5PE.526.41) at

1825 Grand Avenue; the 1900 Albert S. Booth House

ings in Colorado, including the library at the University of

buildings for the State Industrial Schools for Boys (now the
Colorado School of Mines) at Golden; and the Carnegie
Library, in Lamar. Roe assisted Albert R. Ross in the design

of the monumental Pueblo County Courthouse. He

(5PE.516.22) at 425 West Eighteenth Street; and residences

planned 60 school buildings throughout the state, including

Street, 2029 North Elizabeth Street, 2311 North Elizabeth

designed more than 600 buildings constructed across the

at 1921 North Elizabeth Street, 2002 North Elizabeth

Street, and 1915 North Greenwood Street. Cooper also

chose to live in the North Side, designing his own home at

1225 Court Street, completed in 1903.

61

George W. Roe

A prolific architect statewide, George W. Roe was

born on October 24, 1850, in Jefferson County, Ohio. His

father, William Roe, was killed in the Civil War fighting for
40

Centennial High School, in Pueblo. In all, Roe probably
state. Yet in the North Side, only one building is known to

be a Roe design, although he was probably responsible for

many more. That building was the Dr. Wilbur Lucas House
(5PE.516.19), at 409 West Eighteenth Street.62
William W. Stickney

Perhaps the greatest of Pueblo’s architects was

William W. Stickney. He was born in Colorado on October
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.
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26, 1883, to prominent Pueblo banker Charles Stickney. He

attended Pueblo public schools and graduated from the

City and Butte. The United States entered World War I as

he graduated from college, prompting the young architect

prestigious School of Architecture at Harvard. Stickney

to serve his country. He worked as a draftsman for the

East Orman Street. With his wife, the former Katherine

being appointed chief of the division of planning and sta-

returned to Pueblo and resided in his father’s house, at 101
Duce, William Stickney had three children: Anne, Frances,

and Charles.

United State Shipping Board in Washington, D.C., before

tistics for the Emergency Fleet Corporation in

Philadelphia. After the war, DeMordaunt returned to the

Stickney was responsible for many of the grand pub-

West, working first in Wyoming before arriving in Pueblo

which he won a national award. Other major commissions

his licenses in 1926 and took over Stickney’s firm. He mar-

lic buildings in Pueblo, including City Auditorium, for
were Keating Junior High School, the Nurses’ Home at

Colorado State Hospital, and First Methodist Church. He
also designed one of the largest public buildings in the

North Side, Parkview Hospital, which was a large-scale
example of the architect’s stylistic preference for historical

revivals, particularly those of Gothic, Classical, and

Mediterranean descent. His North Side residential com-

to work as a draftsman for Stickney. DeMordaunt received

ried Fredella Phillips on August 5, 1919, and had 2 chil-

dren: Pauline Sells and Walter DeMordaunt Jr.

DeMordaunt began his career by designing in the

same historical revival styles as his predecessor. However,

Ray Bertholf, who worked with DeMordaunt, recalled that

the architect was “not as interested in style as he was in

structure. Other employees concerned themselves with the

missions included the 1925-26 Daniel Zane Phillips House

decorative end of the plans.”64

White residence (5PE.526.12) at 1819 North Elizabeth

by the sculptural impact of the entire building and less

(5PE.5805) at 1821 Court Street; and the 1926 Asbury

Street, which was one of his last commissions before sell-

DeMordaunt preferred styles that were defined more

about surface ornamentation. Thus, he favored the Art

ing his firm to his protégé Walter DeMordaunt. Stickney

Nouveau, Art Deco, and Art Moderne movements over

April 28, 1958.

fied local subtype of the Mediterranean Revival, best

then moved his family to Los Angeles, where he died on
63

Walter DeMordaunt

Assuming Stickney’ practice in 1926 was Walter

DeMordaunt, who, with a career spanning nearly 40 years,
would become one of the most prolific architects in

Colorado. He was born on September 4, 1896, in Butte,
Montana. DeMordaunt attended the University of Utah

while simultaneously interning for architects in Salt Lake
HISTORITECTURE, L.L.C.

the more ornamented revival styles. He pioneered a simpli-

expressed in his 1935 Young Women’s Christian

Association building at 801 North Santa Fe Avenue. The

building features the clay-tile roofing, arcaded walk, and

bracketed eaves indicative of the style, but lacks other fea-

tures and has an irregular plan. The minimalism of the

International style was particularly appealing to the archi-

tect and defined many of his later buildings.

His portfolio of public buildings was expansive, and
41
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Figures 3.18: Located at 1821 Court Street, the Daniel
Zane Phillips House (5PE.5805) was designed by architect
William W. Stickney.
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Works

(5PE.4210), was an immediate success. Other North Side

Church, in Las Animas; the Catholic church, in La Veta; the

(5PE.526.14) at 1830 North Elizabeth Street; the 1951

included

many

designs

for

the

Public

Administration. His designs included the First Presbyterian

Chaffee County Courthouse, in Salida; the Lincoln School,

the 1926 Allen G. Chamberlain House (5PE.5749) at 1703

the University of Colorado, Boulder. Some of his Pueblo

(5PE.5803) at 1801 Court Street. The architect continued

commissions were the Carlile and Bessemer schools; several buildings for Pueblo Junior College (now Pueblo

Figures 3.19: Architect Walter DeMordaunt chose the
Colonial-Revival style for the Joseph C. Welte House
(5PE.5803), at 1801 Court Street.

Frank John Meyer House (5PE.5862) at 1700 West Street;

in La Junta; Ouray and Ridgeway high schools; the United

State Post Office, in Lamar; and a women’s dormitory at

Adam Thomas | Historitecture

residences included the 1929 Dr. Fritz Lassen House

Community College); McClelland Orphanage; and the

Maxwell Hotel.

In the North Side, DeMordaunt was responsible for

West Street; and the 1929 Joseph C. Welte House
to practice until his death on April 7, 1962.65
Conclusion
From the time of its earliest boosters, Pueblo’s North

some of the most notable public and residential buildings.

Side Neighborhood was envisioned as a genteel retreat

1949-55 Scottish Rite Temple (5PE.5837) at 1518 North

chant princes who built their palaces here inspired other

His public buildings in the neighborhood included the

Elizabeth Street; Freed Middle School; several additions to

Parkview Hospital; and, astoundingly, over 50 buildings for

the Colorado State Hospital. His residential buildings in

the neighborhood included one of the most important

commissions of his career. Just as the architect took over
Stickney’s firm, in 1926, the Pueblo Star-Journal commis-

sioned him to design a house that would represent for the

newspaper’s readers the ideal home of the late 1920s. The

Star-Journal was one of the most widely read newspapers in

Colorado and a successful design would guarantee the
young architect future commissions. The completed house,

notably situated in the North Side at 2920 Grand Avenue

42

from the city’s commercial and industrial heart. The merup-and-coming entrepreneurs and professionals to move
northward and create their own architectural statements.
The expansion of the city’s streetcar lines and, later, the

widespread adoption of the automobile made the neighborhood even more attractive to those who needed an easy

means of commuting to downtown. Institutions such the
Colorado State Hospital, Parkview Medical Center, and

Mineral Palace Park helped diversify the neighborhood.
And the imaginations of gifted architects crafted the North

Side into one of the most vibrant built environments in
Colorado.
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