
 

 

 
HPC-23-07 Core Mural Review 

Certificate of Compliance 
May 17, 2023 

 
To:    Historic Preservation Commission 
From:    Wade Broadhead, Senior Planner    
Through:   Scott Hobson, Acting Director of Planning and Community Development 
Location:   326 S. Union Ave 
Applicant:    Fred Gonzales  
Owner:    Henry Borunda 
Year Built:   Remodeled 1945 
Legal Description:   Lot 4, Block 58, South Pueblo 
Zone District:   HB, Historic Business Zone District   
 
Synopsis 
The property at 326 S. Union is requesting a certificate of compliance for a mural that was painted in 
August 2022.  Section 17-4-5(5)(a)(1)(a) of the PMC states that all alterations in the HB Zone District 
must receive approval from the Historic Preservation Commission. According to the Historic Business 
Zone District provisions, the Core Mural is considered an “alteration and new construction” and is 
regulated by findings outlined in 17-4-5(5)(A)(1)(F).     
 
Analysis  
The subject property, 326 S. Union, is a multi-tenant structure containing three separate addresses 326, 
324, and 322 S. Union.  The structure was originally constructed prior to 1905 as a red brick building 
with two addresses; around 1945 the structure was renovated, and the glazed yellow brick and third 
address was added.  This building is listed as a non-contributing resource in the Union Avenue National 
Register Historic District.  The mural was painted in August 2022 without a Certificate of 
Appropriateness or certificate of compliance.  
 
The mural is located on the northwest façade and measures 15 ft by 30 ft (or 450 sq ft). The applicant has 
supplied a list of paint colors, twenty-four in all, which is attached in this staff report. The mural is called 
Core and refers to the site’s location as the core of Pueblo and the mix of various cultures and traditions.  
 
 
Applicable standards: 
 
Pueblo Municipal Code 14-4-5(5)(a)(1)(f): 
“Alteration and new construction. Alterations shall not destroy the significant historical, architectural or 
cultural materials of the building or structure, and shall be constructed in such a manner to preserve the 
essential form and integrity of the structure. All alterations and new construction shall be compatible 
with the size, scale, architectural detail and character of the existing building. The following 
requirements shall apply to all remodeling, renovation, construction and reconstruction of any existing or 
proposed building or structure…” 
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The proposed mural will not destroy or alter any significant historic material since it is paint applied to 
the exterior of a stucco façade.  
 

FINDINGS OF FACT FOR CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE FOR ALTERATIONS OR NEW 
CONSTRUCTION (SECTION 17-4-5(5)(A)(1)(F)(1-8)): 

1. Height: The height of the proposed alteration or addition shall not be twenty-five percent (25%) higher 
than the average height of buildings or structures within a one-hundred-foot radius of the property. 
Comments:  
Affirmative finding:  the installed mural is no higher than the building it is painted on and lower than 
the adjacent McLaughlin Block.  

 
2.  Front setback: Additions or alterations shall not project beyond the uniform existing setback line 

established by adjoining structures. 
Comments:  
Affirmative finding:  the installed mural is not a structure and has no setback.  
 

3.  Side setbacks: Additions and alterations shall maintain the general pattern of spaces between 
buildings as found within the district. 
Comments:  
Affirmative finding:  Not applicable. 
   

4.  Scale: The addition or alteration shall not be inconsistent with the size of the existing building and its 
relationship with adjoining structures within the district. 
Comments: 
Affirmative findings: Not applicable.    
  

5.  Proportion: The proportion and relationship between doors and windows proposed in the addition or 
alteration shall be compatible with the architectural style and character of the existing structure. New 
windows and doors shall be of similar size and shape and shall incorporate other facade elements and 
patterns established in the existing structure. 
Comments:   
Affirmative finding:  Not applicable.  No doors or windows are related to this request.  
 

6.  Direction alignment: Window frames, transom windows, first floor display windows, sign boards, 
moldings and cornices shall align and be compatible with the dominant horizontal and vertical 
expression of the existing structure. 

 
Comments:   
Affirmative finding:  Not applicable.  No doors or windows, transoms, or sign boards are related to 
this request.  
 

7. Roof shapes: The design of the roof of the addition or alteration shall be compatible with the 
architectural style of the existing structure 
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Comments:   
Affirmative finding:  Not applicable.  No roofs are related to this request. 

 

8.  Architectural detail: Architectural details, including but not limited to material, color and texture shall 
be compatible with the architectural style of the existing structure. 

Comments:   
 

Neutral Finding   The mural utilized 24 colors, some of them compatible with the historic district and 
many that are not found in the historic district or a recognized historic paint palette. Paint on other 
contributing historic resources in the district must supply paint swatches from any historic paint 
palette.  However, there are no architectural elements to the modification, only paint over an already 
modified side façade, and this alteration will not negatively affect any historic material. While some 
of the colors are found in the historic districts many of the colors are not found in the district or on 
historic paint palettes from paint manufacturers.  

 
 
 
Recommendations:  
 
Staff has a neutral finding on this application.  
 
  Exhibits 

A. Maps 
B. Photographs  
C. Applications and attachments   
D. Excerpt from the Union Avenue National Register Nomination  
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(B) SITE PHOTOGRAPHS  

 
               

 
 
 

 



HPC-23-07 Core Mural Cert of Compliance 
May 17, 2023 

- 6 -  

 
 
 

 ( C )  APPLICATION AND ATTACHMENTS  
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( D ) EXERPTS FROM THE UNION AVENUE NATIONAL RGISTER NOMINATION 
 

 


