
_________________________________________________
Sergeant Franklyn Ortega        TELEPHONE (719) 553-2411
Community Services Division                                                             RELEASE#          0522-011

 

City of Pueblo Police Department

May 24, 2022

On Monday, May 23, 2022, at approximately 4:17 p.m., Pueblo Police were sent to the 1500 block of N 

Lacrosse Ave on a dead body. Pueblo police arrived to find an adult male deceased on scene. The victim was 

later identified as 51-year-old, Anthony Ray Valdez. 

Pueblo Police Crimes Against Persons detectives determined Valdez’s death was a homicide investigation. 

The alleged suspect, 36-year-old, James Matthew Tafoya was detained after a foot chase along the Fountain 

Creek Tuesday evening, May 24, 2022.

Tafoya was arrested on the following charges: 1st degree Murder, Prohibited Use of a Weapon, Vehicular 

Eluding, Obstructing Government Operations.

If anyone has any information on this incident, you are encouraged to contact Pueblo Police dispatch at (719) 

553-2502 or Detective Jose Medina at (719) 320-6006. If you would like to remain anonymous, contact 

Pueblo Crime Stoppers @ (719) 542-STOP (719-542-7867) or www.pueblocrimestoppers.com. If your 

information leads to a felony arrest, you could be eligible for a cash reward.

The information contained in this press release is based on preliminary information available at the time of its drafting.  The Pueblo
Police Department’s understanding of this incident may change as additional evidence is collected, analyzed and reviewed.  The
purpose of this press release is to provide timely information to the public.  In consideration of the foregoing, please be advised that
any statements expressed herein are subject to change at any time.
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