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provide support for their loved ones and the 
communities affected by this epidemic.



◤ SCHRA Opened in July 2017

We are a non-profit in Pueblo providing 
services, support, and advocacy for people 
experiencing life disruptions due to substance 
use and mental health disorders. We also 
provide support for their loved ones and the 
communities affected by this epidemic.



◤
SCHRA Opened it’s doors in July of 2017

We are a non-profit in Pueblo who provide 
services, support, and advocacy for people 
experiencing life disruptions due to substance 
use and mental health disorders. We also 
provide support for their loved ones and the 
communities affected by this epidemic.



● The overdose death rate in Colorado spiked to an all-time 
high in 2020 which is the largest jump in over 20 years. 
The rate increased by 38% and 1,477 lives were lost due 
to overdoses in our state.

● Last year, 956 people died of an opioid overdose, 
according to State data. This represented a 54% increase 
from 2019 in the number of deaths caused by opioids. 

● This category also includes fentanyl, an opioid that can be 
deadly in small amounts and is increasingly present in 
street drugs including counterfeit pills and cocaine. 

● In Colorado, fentanyl-associated deaths more than 
doubled — from 222 deaths in 2019 to 540 deaths in 2020 
according to CDPHE, the state public health system.



“Though only five percent of the 
world's population lives in the United 
States, it is home to 25 percent of the 

world's prison population.”

Washington Post 4/30/2015









● 123% increase in drug felony filings in 
Colorado from 2012 to 2018. -Colorado Criminal 
Justice Reform Coalition CCJRC.

● 75% of the drug felony cases filed in Colorado 
in 2017 were for possession rather than 
distribution or more serious crimes. 

● "The Colorado prison population is expected to 
increase by 38.2% between fiscal years 2017 
and 2024, This rate of growth is substantially 
higher than initially estimated. -Colorado Division of 
Criminal Justice study released in 2018



◤
SCHRA Is Unique 
Benefits of Harm Reduction Programs

▪ Free Public Health Services, HIV/Hep C 
Testing, Vaccinations

▪ Overdose Prevention, Naloxone and Fentanyl 
Testing Strips

▪ Syringe Service Programs
▪ Acudetox (Ear Acupuncture to decrease 

withdrawal symptoms)
▪ Peer Support Services to address needed 

resources.
▪ Direct pathways to healthcare partners, 

Telehealth and MAT*





◤ Latest Developments

▪ Acquisition of 219 W Northern Ave in Bessemer
▪ New Strategic Partnerships with the 88 Group & 

William Brummett Architects



◤ Challenges for Harm Reduction Organizations

▪ Funding & Sustainability

▪ Full Integration as an accepted public health system 

▪ Recognition and acceptance of our evidence based 
progressive and innovative strategies

▪ Support and joint efforts with law enforcement, local 
government, and the criminal justice system. 

▪ Prison pipeline for drug use. 

▪ Housing, Food and Employment Opportunities. 

FACT:  People are 5 times more inclined to engage with healthcare when 
accessing a Harm Reduction Org.   People are 10 times more likely to engage 
in healthcare when accessing a safe consumption site.
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◤ SCHRA is Building Capacity
Southern Colorado Harm Reduction Association (SCHRA) 
and other advocates and stakeholders are joining forces in 
support of expanding access to life-saving harm reduction 
services for the underserved and those affected by 
substance abuse at the new Bessemer Community Center at 
the corner of Northern and Abriendo on the Southside of 
Pueblo.



◤ Strategic Partnerships

William Brummett Architects, P.C., is a full-
service architectural design, consulting and 
research firm. Since 1992 WBA has 
specialized in the creation of innovative 
housing and care environments for those with 
special needs. This includes specialized 
settings for seniors, younger adults, 
adolescents, and children.

As a mission driven low-profit private 
developer, one of our key priorities at the 88 
Group is the development and preservation of 
affordable and sustainable housing in Pueblo, 
Colorado. We empower community creativity 
and turn ideas into action. 
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◤ The Future of the Past
The forging of steel into the sinews of the American economic juggernaut was and is 
an act of brilliance and bravery — of service and sacrifice.

— from Forged Together in the Bessemer Neighborhood

Nestled snugly against the massive stacks and stoves of the old Colorado Fuel & Iron 
Steel Mill, the neighborhood of Bessemer has always been viewed through a smoky 
lense. A neighborhood historic context study commissioned by the City of Pueblo's 
Historic Preservation Commission, funded and supported financially by Bessemer 
Historical Society and Historic Pueblo, Inc. dramatically changes that notion. The 
history of the Bessemer neighborhood has always been closely tied to the steel mill 
but it has a depth and diversity that is all its own. Bessemer is easily one of the most 
ethnically diverse neighborhoods in Colorado and the Rocky Mountain West.

http://www.steelworks.us/
http://www.historicpueblo.org/
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◤ New Grocery Store for Bessemer 
We believe everyone — no matter your 

circumstances — deserves to experience 

the joy of picking out fresh, healthy 

groceries. That’s why we are creating a 

new kind of food pantry and market on 

the first floor of the Bessemer Community 

Center to deal with the lack of access to 

healthy foods. This is just the next 

chapter as we continue to grow and build 

capacity to ensure equitable access to 

health care and nutritional food.



Empowering community 
creativity and turning ideas 

into action. 



◤ Thank you!

Questions

Judy.Solano@socoharmreduction.org | (719) 289-7149

Gregory@88groupllc.com | (719) 315-1757
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