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Study Area

Project includes the full length 
of CO 45 from US 50 at the 
north to I-25 at the south.



Project Team

The access control plan is 
being developed by the 
Colorado Department of 

Transportation in 
collaboration with Pueblo 

County and the City of Pueblo.



Purpose/Goals of Access Control

• Recommend a long-range plan for ultimate access conditions

• Provide adequate access to adjacent properties

• Optimize existing and future access locations to:

• Improve safety and mobility of all users

• Enhance the overall user experience

• Provide the County, City, and CDOT with a tool to help:

• Make access decisions during development and/or redevelopment

• Streamline the access permitting process
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Control Plan 

Process 



Existing Access and Safety Conditions 

• Segment 1 of CO 45 has a higher than desired density of access points

• 10 access points per mile is a good level in urban areas (Source: TRB)

• 20 access points per mile can increase crash rates by 40%

• For each access point over this the crash rates can increase by as much as 4%

• Most access points allow full movement which increases conflict points

• Existing number and type of access locations results in higher crash potential



Existing Access and Safety Conditions 

• Crashes on CO 45 are higher than average compared to similar highways across the 
state

• Access control can reduce the potential for crashes, including most severe types

• Unchecked future access points can further increase crash potential

• An access control plan can provide benefit to the safety of CO 45 users
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Stakeholder/Public Outreach Efforts

• Monthly project team 
meetings

• Conducted an in person 
and virtual public meeting

• January 2022-presented 
draft plan and received input 
from public

• Will conduct one more 
round of public meetings

• May 2022-present final plan



What the Final Plan Will Do

• Create a long term (2045 and beyond) plan for CO 45 access

• Optimize the location, number, and type of access points

• Help reduce crash potential

• Support the long-term plans for development/redevelopment

• Provide the appropriate level of access to adjacent properties

• Meet the requirements of the State Highway Access Code

• Address concerns raised by stakeholders

• Outline the conditions that must be satisfied before a change 
in access will occur



The Final Plan Does Not

• Identify specific projects

• Establish a timeline for when changes will occur

• Include design details (such as turn lanes) of potential access, 
mobility, safety, or capacity improvements within the project 
limits (done as part of future projects/studies)

• Preclude current projects planned for CO 45 

• Prohibit future amendments to the final recommendations

• Preclude future development or redevelopment



Next Steps

• Finalize the plan

• Adopt/Execute an 
Intergovernmental 
Agreement (IGA) between 
County, City, and CDOT

• On-going future 
coordination between the 
County, City, and CDOT to 
ensure proper 
implementation of the 
plan

• Amend the plan as needed



Implementation of the Plan

• Phased approach (will not occur as a single project) 

• Currently, there is no identified state or federal funding to 
implement any or all of the improvements

• Triggers for implementation include: 

• Part of the development or redevelopment process

• Traffic operational issues

• An identified safety concern

• As a result of a roadway improvement project



Thank You

Questions?



Final Plan Recommendations






























