
NATURE & WILDLIFE DISCOVERY CENTER



The Nature and Wildlife Discovery Center 

promotes environmental stewardship and 

population health through nature education, 

wildlife rehabilitation, and outdoor recreation.



Long Range Plan

• Provide quality environmental education curriculum and outdoor programs that support 

our mission.

• Provide mission focused outdoor opportunities for retreats, family reunions and outdoor 

recreation activities to accommodate businesses, families and local organizations.

• Provide raptor rehabilitation and raptor education programs.

• Promote Nature and Wildlife Discovery Center programs and services to our community 

and the wider public.

• Sustain the financial stability and future growth of all three campuses of the Nature and 

Wildlife Discovery Center.

• Ensure sound fiscal and resource management that will sustain and nourish the Nature 

and Wildlife Discovery Center.







Horseshoe Lodge—Mountain Campus





Nature Center—Riverfront Building



• Earth Studies, now in its 20th year, is a 
comprehensive, outdoor-based Nature 
education program that explores the 
ponderosa pine forest of our 611-acre 
Pueblo Mountain Park Campus as well as 
the banks of the Arkansas at our River 
Campus . Started in 2002 to serve the 
5th grade students of Pueblo School 
District 60, the program currently consists 
of several full days of experiential 
education spread over the school 
year. Lessons are built around natural 
science themes and cover state and 
district educational standards in all the 
major academic fields (science, 
geography, reading, writing, mathematics, 
history, health, physical education).









Outdoor Explorations Program

• OEP is a tuition-free program 
supplementing a homeschool 
curriculum with social 
development, conceptual 
understandings of ecology, and 
practical applications of outdoor 
skills in our unique settings. We 
have age-appropriate options for 
children ages 5-14 or in grades 
K-8. The Outdoor Explorations Program 
(OEP) is a partnership between the Nature 
and Wildlife Discovery Center and Alpine 
International Preparatory Academy.



Teaching children about the natural world 

should be seen as one of the most 

important events of their lives. – Thomas Berry



NWDC’s New Executive Director—Taylor Driver
• The Nature and Wildlife Discovery Center’s (NWDC) 

Board of Directors is pleased to announce that Taylor 
Driver has been hired as NWDC’s Executive Director. 

• Taylor will be joining NWDC on Monday, April 4th, and 
brings over 9 years of non-profit experience in 
stewardship, environmental education, and volunteerism. 
She joins NWDC after almost 5 years with Volunteers for 
Outdoor Colorado’s (VOC), though some might recognize 
her as a former Program Director of the Mountain Park 
Environmental Center.

• Throughout her career, Taylor has honed her skills in 
developing innovative partnerships and strategic program 
development to support organization growth and 
relevancy. She is looking forward to bringing her passion 
for community engagement to bolster new partnerships, 
key stakeholders, and volunteer supporters to further 
increase the stability and reach of NWDC.

• Please contact Lisa Wachtel, Interim Executive Director, at 
lisa@hikeandlearn.org or Mike Spahr, Board Chairperson, 
@mike@hikeandlearn.org with any questions about the 
leadership transition.



Make-a-Wish(es) for NWDC
Upgrade Raptor Center 

office/workshop/rehab center Add Natural Playground at Nature 
Center


